
KEY ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT TERMS 

1. Awareness raising activities involve people understanding, learning or doing 
something new; working out how to change something in their lives; etc. 

2. Beneficiary pays principle (BPP) or User pays principle means that the 
beneficiary of a good or service should bear the costs of its provision. 

3. Bottom-up approach means that local communities participate in decision-making 
on the strategy and in the selection of the priorities to be pursued in their local area. 

4. Built environment is used when referring to those surroundings created for 
humans, by humans, and to be used for human activity.  

5. Capacity building is the process by which individuals, institutions, communities 
build their capacities to perform functions and solve problems. 

6. Cost-benefit analysis is a method to determine total benefits and costs of a project 
through which to detect the alternation with the highest benefit-cost ratio. 

7. Cost-effectiveness analysis is an approach adopted when the benefits from a 
project cannot be readily measured on monetary terms. 

8. Cross-cutting (or cross-sectoral, multi-disciplinary) approach means that it 
encompasses several different studies, fields or sectors altogether. 

9. Cumulative impacts are those resulting from the incremental impact of the action 
when added to other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions. 

10. Cutting-edge technology is known as leading-edge technology or state-of-the-art 
technology. 

11. Decentralization is the general term for a transfer of authority and/or responsibility 
for performing a function from higher-level management to lower-level units. 

12. Eco-Efficiency is a concept that encourages managers to investigate the 
environmental improvements to business that also provide parallel financial benefits. 

13. Environmental externalities refer to the economic concept of uncompensated 
environmental effects of production and consumption. 

14. Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) concisely describes and analyzes a 
proposed action which may have a significant impact on the environment. 

15. Environmental indicators are simple measures that tell us what is happening in 
the environment.  
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16. Environmental Management System (EMS) defines how a company will identify, 
monitor and control the interactions that it has with the environment around it. 

17. Environmental Performance is the measurable results of the management of the 
environmental aspects in the environmental management system. 

18. Environment-friendly establishment means the establishment meeting criteria of 
energy conservation, water saving and waste reduction, re-use and re-cycling, etc. 

19. Not in my backyard (NIMBY) is the idea that hazardous activities and substances 
should not be located in my backyard. 

20. Participatory Rapid Appraisal (PRA) is an approach aims to incorporate the 

knowledge and opinions of rural people in the planning and management of 
development projects and programmes. 

21. Payments for ecosystem services (PES), also known as payments for 

environmental services, are incentives offered to an individual or communities in 
exchange for managing their land to provide some sort of ecological service.  

22. Polluter pays principle (PPP) is an environmental policy principle which requires 
that the costs of pollution be borne by those who cause it. 

23. Precautionary principle is a strategy to cope with possible risks where scientific 
understanding is yet incomplete, such as the risks of genetically modified organisms. 

24. REDD stands for Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation.  

25. REDD+ goes beyond REDD, and includes conservation, sustainable management of 
forests and enhancement of forest carbon stocks. 

26. Slash-and-burn is an agricultural technique that involves the cutting and burning of 
plants in forests or woodlands to create fields. 

27. Stakeholders are those who may be affected by or have an effect on an effort a 
project or an organisation. 

28. Technical infrastructure for environmental protection means a system of 
collection, storage, transportation, recycling, reuse and treatment of wastes and 
environmental observation. 

29. Transparency, as used in social contexts, implies the information sharing and 
acting in an open manner. 

30. Vietnam’s National Technical Regulations are national regulations set up by 
MONRE, and applied for all enterprises and projects implemented in Vietnam. 

31. Win-win is a situation that benefits both or all parties.  
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