
WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY 1 

The World Environment Day (WED) was established by the United Nations General 2 
Assembly in 1972 to mark the opening of the Stockholm Conference on the Human 3 
Environment. WED is commemorated each year on 5 June in a different city. The UN 4 
uses WED to stimulate awareness of the environment and enhance political attention 5 
and public action. 6 

On this day, individuals, non-governmental organizations, community and youth 7 
groups, business, industry and the media organize activities to renew their 8 
commitments to protect and develop the environment. They organize activities such as 9 
clean-up campaigns, tree planting, colourful street rallies, green concerts, essay and 10 
photo competitions in schools, and recycling efforts. 11 

WED 2009 12 

The theme for WED2009 is “Your Planet Needs You! Unite to Combat Climate 13 
Change”. It reflects the urgency for nations to agree on a new agreement at the 14 
crucial climate convention meeting in Copenhagen some 180 days later in the year, 15 
and the links with overcoming poverty and improved management of forests. This 16 
year’s host is Mexico, a leading partner in UNEP's Billion Tree Campaign. 17 

WED 2008 18 

The World Environment Day slogan for 2008 is Kick the Habit! Towards a Low 19 
Carbon Economy with a focus on moving towards a low carbon economy and 20 
lifestyle. The theme will also include the role of forest conservation and sustainable 21 
forestry in achieving domestic and global climate change goals. 22 

WED 2007 23 

The topic for WED 2007 is Melting Ice - A Hot Topic? and will be focusing on climate 24 
changes and the effects on ice - and snowcovered areas of the world. The day is 25 
hosted by Norway and the main celebrations will be held in Tromsoe, Norway. 26 

WED 2006 27 

The topic for WED 2006 is Deserts and Desertification. The slogan for WED 2006 is 28 
"Don't desert drylands" that emphasises the importance of protecting drylands. This 29 
ecosystem is home to one-third of the world’s people who are more vulnerable 30 
members of society. The main international celebrations of the World Environment 31 
Day 2006 were held in Algeria. 32 


